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Hebrews 3:7-19 – Warning: Finishing Well Matters 
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Leader’s Guide: Do not feel like you need to use all these questions for your CG discussion. Pick and 
choose what you think would be best for your group. After listening to the sermon, you may have 
your own points for discussion.  

Here is the link to the sermon podcasts and archives of these Study Guides: 
http://cornerstonesimi.com/#/resourcesmediaclasses 

______________________________________ 

1.  So how did it go “considering Jesus” last week? Did you start well and finish poorly? Did you never 
start or maybe you struggled? What about Jesus did you consider? Take some time as a group to talk 
about this. 
 
2.  Like any good preacher, the writer of Hebrews started with an illustration about the people of 
Israel and their Exodus from Egypt as recorded in Psalm 95. The sadness for the psalmist as he 
looked back upon the people of Israel is that they didn’t get to enter God’s “rest”, which for them was 
the Promised Land. They started so well, as Todd pointed out, but ended in graves in the wilderness. 
What does the writer of Hebrews determine was the true problem? Explain your answer. 
 
3.  The concern for the writer of Hebrews in regards to his audience was that they too would “fall 
away from the living God” (Heb. 3:12). To “fall away” means to know the truth and willfully reject it, 
falling back into what was your life before. The Israelites wanted to go back to Egypt. Unbelief 
responds in distrust and doubt that demands proof and certainty before it will entrust itself to the 
promises of God. This was what cost Israel entrance into God’s rest. How have you seen others or 
yourself do this? Why is it so important that we trust God to his promises, even when we can’t see 
them? 
 
4.  The writer of Hebrews gives four key things that will help us not fall away: (1) vigilance in daily 
life, (2) care from the church, (3) partnership with Christ, and (4) learning from other’s failures. Let’s 
focus on #2. Have someone in your group read Hebrews 10:19-25. If verses19-23 explains what last 
weeks message was about, how do verses 24-25 help us frame this week’s message? Make sure that 
you are specific to your group. 
 
5.  The final questions of verses 16-18 basically warn that high hopes from the start will not be 
enough for long-term perseverance in your walk with Jesus. Many start well, trusting in faith that 
God will save them from eternal punishment, but this is insufficient. Hope in the promises of God 
must be something that we keep in front of us all the time. Later the writer of Hebrews makes a bold 
statement: “…without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must 
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him” (11:6). How does this help us battle 
unbelief? Wrestle with this for a while. 
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